278              .' HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

" MS. Aubrey. MBS. ASHMOL. LIVES,
SIR WILLIAM DAVENANT, KNIGHT,
POET-LAUREAT 9,

was borne about the end of February in
street in the city of Oxford, at the Crowne Taverne ;
baptized 3 of March A. D. 1605-6. His father was
John Davenant, a vintner there, a very grave and
discreet citizen : his mother was a very beautiful wo-
man, and of a very good witt, and of conversation ex-
tremely agreeable. They had 3 sons, viz. Robert,,
William, and Nicholas: (Robert was a fellow of St.
John's Coll. in Oxon, then preferd to the vicarage of
Westkington by Bp. Davenant, whose chaplain he
was; Nicholas was an attorney:) and 2 handsome
daughters; one m. to Gabriel Bradly, B. D. of
C. C. C. beneficed in the vale of White Horse; an-
other to Dr, Sherburne, minister of Pembridge in
Heref. and a canon of that church. Mr. Wm Shaks-
speare was wont to goe into Warwickshire once a
yeare, and did comonly in his journey lie at this
house in Oxon. where he was exceedingly respected.
I have heard Parson Robert say, that Mr..Wil-
liam Shakspeare has given him a hundred kisses.
Now Sir William would sometimes, when he was
pleasant over a glasse of wine with his most intimate
friends, (e. g. Sam Butler, author of Hudibras, etc.)
say, that it seem'd to him, that he writt with the very
spirit that Shakspeare [wrote with], and was 1 con-
tented enough to bee thought his son: he would tell
them the story as above. Now by the way, his mo-

9 Mr. Warton informs me, that " it appears by Aubrey's let-
ters that this Life of Davenant was sent to Wood, and drawn lip at
his request."

* Over was, he has written seeni'd.